
 

Practical Experiences of Odour Management 
25th September 2019, Cloth Hall Court, Leeds 

 
 

Sponsored by 

 
 
 
9.00 – 9.30 Registration 

 
9.30 – 9.40 Conference Opening & Welcome 

Chair – Rowland Minall, General Manager, Aqua Enviro   
 

9.40 – 10.10 Odour management of a wastewater treatment works with a history of odour 
complaints 
Vasileios Mathioudakis, Technical Specialist, Yorkshire Water  

 Site odour survey to identify root causes coupled with operational odour 
abatement asset optimization. 

 Use of odour dispersion modelling to develop suitable technical capital solution 
after operational interventions. 

Odour management plan development to support operational site activities and teams. 
 

10.10 – 10.40 Practical method for odour management  
Thomas Minter, MD, Malaby Biogas 
 
Experiences of lessons learned running a food waste AD plant in close proximity to 
residential and pedestrian receptors. 
 

 Site design and procedures  
 Monitoring and control techniques  
 Communications, collaboration and managing expectations - including 

constructive engagement with local stakeholders 
 

10.40 – 11.10 Coffee 
11.10 – 11.40 Odour abatement system diagnostic and testing  

Sam Hantoosh, Technical Advisor (Odour), Environment Agency  

 Focus on selecting the proper odour abatement system to treat odour 
chemicals, what happens if, however, the site is “stuck” with abatement 
technique that’s causing more odour?  

 Include 3 case studies where best of odour treatment design simply fail to work 
properly, the reasons will be addressed. 

 Illustrate some proven ways of diagnosing and correcting some common 
problems with odour abatement systems.  

 Mention 3 odour abatement techniques (Chemical scrubber, carbon filter and 
cold plasma)  

  



 

11.40 – 12.10 Odour dispersion modelling for abatement solutions: reliability in the real world? 
Alun McIntyre, Technical Director, Environment & Infrastructure Solutions UK, Key 
Specialty Leader – Air Quality, Wood  

This contribution will explore the use of and reliance upon the outputs of dispersion 
modelling software for the design of abatement solutions for industrial process and 
municipal wastewater operations.  In particular, the focus of the presentation will be 
upon: 

 The quality of model input data (odour emission measurements, spatial geo-
data and meteorological data) 

 The selection and application of modelling software codes 
 “calibrating” theoretical model outputs against real-world human sensory 

experiences and the application of informed professional judgement. 

12.10 – 12.30 Q&A  
12.30 – 13.30 Networking Lunch  

 
Chair - Vasileios Mathioudakis, Technical Specialist, Yorkshire Water  
 
13.30 – 14.00 Are field odour impact surveys and dispersion models really useful in predicting odour 

impact?  
Robert Sneath, Director, Silsoe Odours 
 

 Discusses the usefulness of these techniques, when used in isolation, in 
predicting odour impact 

 Relevance for predicting, managing and avoiding potential odour complaints 
 Draws from practical experience using two real-life case studies – a poultry 

farm and an AD plant 
 

14.00 – 14.30 Measuring Odour Nuisance as it happens 
Pete Badham, Director, Air Spectrum Environmental  
 

 Automated odour sampling at remote locations 
 Odour investigations as they happen 
 Instant reactions to nuisance complaints 

 
14.30 – 15.00 Practical approaches to minimise odour emissions at source 

David Sivil, Consultant Engineer, Wrc 
 

 Minimising odour generation in wastewater within the sewer network and 
treatment facilities (such as optimising pumping regimes)   

 Reducing turbulence in channels and tanks (such as reducing weir heights). 
 Comparison of the pros and cons of available option 

15.00 – 15.30 Coffee Break  
 

15.30 – 16.00 Why isn’t my odour control working? 
David Castle, Business Development Manager, Air Technology Systems 

You’ve invested in an excellent odour abatement solution. Why then are odours still 
causing issues? Why are they under severe pressure from regulators? 
 



 

With reference to a case study, this presentation will identify several factors, 
primarily relating to the effective capture of odour, that are often overlooked when 
designing an abatement solution.  
 
These include: 

 Uncontrolled openings in buildings 
 Direct capture at odour sources 
 Where can containment assist 
 Inefficiencies of extract systems 
 Innovative ventilation techniques to aid effective capture 

 
16.00 – 16.30 Control of hydrogen sulphide odours from landfill sites 

Howard Robinson, Process Director, Phoenix Engineering 
 

 Understanding the processes of sulphide formation in landfilled wastes, risks 
and impacts of releases into the environment.   

 Potential processes for simple treatment of hydrogen sulphide in landfill 
leachates, field trials, and practical application on a full scale, 

 Case studies of successful remediation at landfill sites in the UK and overseas.   
 How do we prevent sulphide problems at landfills, in the first place? 

 
16.30 – 16.45 Q&A 
16.45 Close  
 


